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The Emperor be praised.
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as dictated by protocol, I hereby present you with the report concern-
'y tne ‘extraction’ olsartaract [Ref .24 fromexcavation pit
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Excavation labour in pit 37/982-C has been underway for 3 years without
mentionable problems. Two weeks before recevering the mentioned arte-
fact, our ore scanners have picked up abnormal residual energy signa-
tures, unstable in their frequency and intensity. Concluding that pit
37982-C was depleted as is usually the case when signals are either
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mining activity. However, adjunct Techpriest Kel-72-Arian informed me
that his mechano-cortical algoritnms nave detected a pattern in the
signal. The Techpriest insisted on digging deeper, repeatedly stating
that our efforts would prove successful. As I refused, Kel-72-Arian af-
firmed that he would pursue the digging nonetheless, as the excavator
machinery was under his supervision. I have only accepted because the
Techpriest stated that the procedure would only take about 7.5 days,
and this delay was less costly than having to argue with the Adeptus
Mechanicus as well as officials of the Adeptus Administratum. When I
asked Techpriest Kel-72-Arian what was so different about the signal,
he simply answered that it resembles a messade. The Adeptus Mechanicus
1S a secretive organisation indeed.

After 7 days, we have detected the source of the abnormal signal. The
object, referred to as artefact [Ref.812AZ/T9], was of obelisk-1ike
shape and approximately 4 standard Terran meters high. It could not be
classified as of imperial origin. It was undamaged by the digging as it
was located in a small chamber-like pocket insthe rock. I have immedi -
ately sent word to the Imperial Guard headquarters in the planetary
capital, Keldon's Hope, as anything xenos-related is the affair of the
milaEEar v

General Tassilo responded by ordering the extraction of the artefact
untsi 1° sfugiEer noticer It nasseeme ;o my atGent FEe Lidat A KRS O o
Phoenix nas been dmsormed of S@ne,matter. His flealtdis StCatabiewsn . tge
subsector, which makes him highest in command.
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ot 19550 that special "equipment was set intplaceiim . order to®li1+T Lhe
arteract ‘out of §the pit by Cane. Whyile this operatian,is usually quite
short, 1t took the penal workers an exceptionally  long:iamount of time
Lo complete the labour. Assignificantly higher amount reguired to be
severely*disciplined due Lo insubordination and quarrelling. Even.after
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ther notice from General Tassilo, the tension in the workforce contin-
Wed _to ecscalate L _have rogefved @ NeEport frafiftiesldentils Arbites
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a worker has murdered all his co-workers (5 in total) after their
shift; theigsiintes tines wWereqiangi ng fromuhesen Tinlat 10N pipes on. the
ceiling and blood covered the entire floor. Similar acts, committed by
custodians, have been mentioned. Since everyone seems to be affected, a
revolt among the Morkfarce cansPemgliled ‘out. Thus, I[Sdeeply suspect the
extraction of the xenos-artefact for being the source of trouble.

I am writing to you now, four days after the extraction. If the situa-
tion does not settle soon, I will have no choice but to order the ex-
ecution of all penal workers,@ne *€ustodiglis. As Of now the artefact is
guarded by armed servitors who operate normally. I hope Admiral Solomon
Phoenix will give his orders soon, so [ can finally get back to work.

Frawor “neport.,
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